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111 Romans, part of 5th and 8th verſes. 


. OR HE THAT TEACHETH ON TEACHING 


* 
* 


OR HE THAT EXHORTETH ON EXHORTATION. « 


HRIST having gathered a Church in the 
, world took care before he left it, to appoint 
an order of men whoſe buſineſs it ſhould be, 
zo feed the flock of God which he had purchaſed with 
his own blood. He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers, 
for the perfeFing of the ſaints, for the work of the 
miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, till we 
all come in the unity of the faith and of the know- 
tedge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
meaſure of the flature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Some 
of theſe officers, deſigned to ſupply the peculiar 
exigencies of the Church in its infancy, were 
clothed with extraordinary powers, which were to 
ceaſe when thoſe neceſſities ceaſed ; and the others, 
veſted with ordinary powers only, were to remain 
to the end of the world. Of this latter kind are 
Paſtors and teachers, whoſe buſineſs is to fach and 
exh27t ; to inſtruct mankind in their duty, and urge 
5 5 them 
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them by proper motives to a faithful performance 


of it. So long therefore as ignorance and vice 
remain in the world, their office will be neceſſary. 


WurrHeER Paſtor and 7. eachey were, at firſt, 
diſtinct officers in the Church, is not certain. The 
firſt ſettlers of this country thought they were, 
and accordingly in ſome churches there were both 
Paſtor and Teacher; the buſineſs of the latter, ac- 
cording to them, “was to attend to doctrine, and 
therein to adminiſter a word of knowledge ;** and 
of the former, © to attend to exhortation and there- 
in to adminiſter a word of wiſdom.” This 
diſtinction, which is mentioned in the Cambridge 
Platform, ſeems to be countenanced by that paſ- 
ſage in Epheſians juſt now quoted. But if they 
were originally diſtinct, in proceſs of time they 
were united without inconvenience; excepting the 
ſame perſon is not commonly ſo well gifted both 
to teach and exhort. The talents are various, and 
to excel in both is uncommon. Sometimes there 
is a rare union of both gifts in one man; happy 
for that church which poſſeſſes a miniſter of ſuch 
accompliſhments, 


Tur Apoſtle having in the beginning of this 
chapter treated of ſome general duties of the mo- 
ral kind, begins at the third verſe to mention thoſe 
duties that are peculiar to the different officers of 
the Church ; and in my text not only mentions the 
ſpecial duties of Miniſters, but exhorts to a ſteady 
attendance on them. Or miniſtry, let us wait on 
our miniſtring, or he that leacheth on teaching, or he 
that exborteih on exboriation. From which paſſage 

the following obſervation ariſes ; that teaching 

and exhortation are important parts of a miniſter's 

office-work ; and that it is his duty cloſely to 
attend 


WEE 

attend to this work. Under this genera! ob ſerva- 
tion it is natural to enquire firſt hat, and ſecouſly 
bow they are to teach. To the firſt enquiry the 

anſwer is in general, that they are to teach the 
truths of divine revelation. Hence the direction 
to Timothy is, preach the word, Many important 
particulars are comprehended under tlie general 
term word ; Which 1t will be unprofitable for me 
to enumerate, for it muſt ultimately be left to 
every particular miniſter's judgment what are the 
true doctrines of ſcripture and what not. They 
are not obliged to ſubſcribe to the creeds or for- 
mulas of men the moſt renowned for piety or 


learning. Call no man maſter on earth ; for one is 


your maſter even Chriſt, However it is the duty 
of miniſters to teach men the way of ſalvation. 
The method of ſalvation is pointed out in the 
goſpel. This they muſt ſtudy with the utmoſt 
attention, that they may repreſent the truths of it 
in a proper light, and not miſlead men in a mat- 
ter of ſuch infinite importance. This teaching 
the truths of God's word, implies that they do 


not make any thing foreign to that, the matter of 


their inſtruction. They are not to ſpin their divi- 
nity as the ſpider does his web, out of their own 
bowels. Neither are they to teach their own ex- 
periences, nor for doctrines the con mandments of 
men. Neither ſyſtems of politicks, nor philoſo- 
phy ſhould be communicated from the pulpit, 


except incidentally, or on particular occaſions, and 


with a view to illuſtrate ſome point of theology, 
or moral practice. 


As the truths of God's word are to be the ſub- 
ject matter of Miniſters public inſtruction, they 

ſhould form their fentiments of it, not from the 
1 . | Viritings 
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writings of fallible men, but from an attentive ex- 
amination of the Bible itſelf, They ſhould drink 
at the fountain head, where the water is pure and 
unmixed ; and happy are they if they can examine 
the Sacred Code in the languages ih which it was 
originally written. Their appeal ſhould always 
be to the ſcriptures. By that ſtandard ſhould they 
meaſure their ſentiments, and govern their preach- 
ing. To the law and to the teſtimony; if any man 
ſpeak not according to that word, it is becauſe there 
e& no light in him. To make uſe of human helps 
to gain a neceſlary infight into the word of God, 
is wiſe and proper; but to form our conceptions 
of the truths and doctrines of revelation from the 
repreſentations of fallible men, and not from an 
immediate ſtudy of the word itſelf, is highly ab- 
ſurd. To bring prejudiced minds, and precon- 
ceived opinions to the examination of the Bible, is 
to treat it with contempt. He that ſettles his 
opinions of the doctrines of revelation previouſly 
to his coming to an attentive peruſal of it, from 
tradition and the creeds of other men, muſt come 
to its ſtudy under great diſadvantages. His mind 
being biaſſed, his endeavour will be, not to know the 
truth as it is in Feſus ; but to pick out ſome looſe 
and detached paſſages to countenance his precon- 
ceived, and too incautiouſly imbibed ſentiments. 
In this caſe he will wre and torture ſcripture to 
make it ſpeak a language foreign to its true in- 
tendment and general ſcope ; whereas if he brings 
to the ſtudy of the bible a candid and unprejudi- 
ced mind, ever open to conviction ; if he compare 
one paſſage with another; and conſider it as its 
own beſt interpreter, and make it thus ſtudied, 
the only teſt of religious truths, his former miſ- 
takes imbibed in youth, by the force of juvenile 
| : 1 education, 


E 
education, will be corrected; he will know the 
truth and he 1ruth ſball make him free from luſt 
and paſſion, from error, bigotry and nonſenſe, of 


which there is abundance at preſent among ſome 
modern dogmatiſts. 2, 


Ha vive ſhewn what miniſters are to teach, 
my next buſineſs is to point out in what manner 
this inſtruction is to be communicated. 


Iſt. PupLIckLy. It is allowed by all that it is 
a part of their duty 70 fand in the lop of high pla- 
ces, and from thence unto men to call, and their voice 
i510 be to the ſons of men. The ſubje& matter of 
their teaching is of univerſal: concern; men of all 
ranks and conditions are intereſted in their meſſa- 

es, and are bound to put themſelves in the way to 
Ts them. A great part of a teacher's buſineſs 
lies in the pulpit. But we are told that he muſt 
be inflant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. He muſt. 
communicate private inſtructions as well as pub- 
lic ones; for there are ſome ſpecial opportunities 
in which private applications, both by way of 

teaching and exhor1ation, may be of eminent ſer- 
vice, Private inſtructions have many advantages 
above public ones. In the latter we are more apt 
to attend to the anner than to the matter. We 
view them rather as exhibitions of the preacher's 
ſkill in compo/etion and oratory, than as diſcourſes 
deſigned to correct the temper and meliorate the 
heart. But in private inſtructions, no accurate 
harangue is expected, the curioſity of the hearer is 
not excited, nor his attention kept awake to make 
critical remarks on the ſkill and ingenuity of the 
ſpeaker, but only to gain uſeful information when 
conveyed in a decent undreſs. Beſides, private 

De B teachings 
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teachings may be brought down to a level with the 
loweſt capacities. If any queſtions ariſe they may 
be propoſed; it any doubts they may be folved ; 
if any obſcurities they may be explained; of all 
which pulpit diſcourſes (according to the preſent 
mode) are incapable. Farther, they have a greater 


tendency to the reformation of wicked perſons, 


than thoſe teachings or exhertations which are de- 
livered publickly. Reproofs of fin delivered from 
the deſk, are commonly, and indeed ought always 
to be general. To make them perſonal raiſes pre- 


Judices againſt the preacher, bars the mind againſt 


the entrance of wholſome reproof, and makes the 
offender an enemy to the ſpeaker, not merely be- 
cauſe he tells him th? truth, but becauſe he does it 


in an unſuitable place, in the face of the aſſembly, 


and thus expoſes him to be pointed at by the 


II is a zrite but a juſt obſervation, that miniſters / 


ſhould preach 7o, but not at, their people. The firſt 
they take well, the latter they cannot brook, For 


theſe reaſons public teachings and exhortations 


ſhould be general, though on this account they 
are not ſo influential on the hearts of individuals ; 
for ſuch is the nature of men that they ſhift from 
themſelves and apply to their neighbours all un- 


| pleaſing documents, which from their general na- 


ture are capable of fuch application. But what 
they will not bear in public, they oftentimes take 
in good part when privatcly and charitably ad- 
miniſtered. When men are alone, they will often- 
times hear their, own faults without reſentment, 
becauſe there are no witneſſes of their ſhame. In 
private we may ſearch the wound to che bottom, uſe 


the inciſion knife and the cauſtick, and work an. 


immediate 
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immediate and radical cure; may ſay, as Nathan 
did to David thou art the man. Thus conviction 
may be faſtened on the Sinner's mind, and great 
wm done to his foul. 

Besrpss, if ſome perſons are not taught pri- 
vately they cannot he taught at all, for it is rarely, 
if ever that they are found in the houſe of God. 
Miniſters ſhould follow them to their private 
dwellings, and communicatethoſe inſtructions and 
reproofs which tend to alarm their conſciences 
and put them on a ſerious con! aderation of 
their ways. 


LasrLY, This private techn and tic 
has a mighty tendency to give the looſe and care. 
leſs part of mankind a favourable opinion of 
Miniſters, againſt whom in general, they are apt to 
be prejudiced, as thinking they are deſigning mer, 


who make a ſhew of godl neſs merely for worldly | 


gain. But when they obſerve that they maintain 
a conſiſtent character, that they are uniform, are 
ſerious out of, as well as in the pulpit, purſuing the 
fame pious ends by their private communications, 
as by their public teachings, it will difarm then! 
of their pr que udices, and give them a favourable 
opinicn of their ſincerity and goodneſs. And when 
they ſee perſons of confeſſed natural abilities, and 
of ſuperior accompliſhments to themſelves, appa- 
rently pious believers of the chriſtian religion, it 
ill take away ſome of their ſtrongeſt objections to 
che truth of the goſpel, and make them ſerioufſ 7 


ſuſpect whether they are not miſtaken in their ap- 


| prehenfions that the idle is only a CARR; 25 
devyed Fat /e. ; 
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Now, ſince /o many and ſuch great advantages I 
are likely to attend the private teachings and 1 
exhortations of Miniſters, it muſt be evident that | 
they are obliged to imitate the example of St. Paul | 
in this reſpect, who tells us that he er not 
only publi. fly, but from houſe to houſe: 


h 3dly, Turx muſt teach with all perſpicuity. 


x | Wuen we confider that perſons of all ages, edu. 
j cCations and advantages attend their miniftrations, 
| of this there can be no doubt. They have it in 
. their commiſſion to feed Chrisi s Lambs, as well as 

1 | his Sheep ; and though the old will bear ſtrong 

. meat, yet the young muſt be fed with the fencere milk 
# of the word that they may grow thereby. It be- 

comes public teachers to chogſe out acceptable 
words ; to adopt ſuch language in which to con- 
vey their ideas as Is intelligible, but not grovelling, 
eaſy but not vulgar. Some perſons ſoar above the 
comprehenſion of the bulk of their hearers, by 
uſing ſcienliſick and technical terms, to which theip 
ears have not been accuſtomed, and to which they 
can affix no ideas. Such preaching muſt be, to the 
bulk of the Auditors, ufeleſs. Elegance is one 
thing, and bomba/t another. We ſhould regard the 
Apoſtle Paul in this matter, who ſays, except we 
utter by the tongue words eaſy to be underſtood, how 
ſhall it be known what is ſpoken ; we ſhall ſpeak in- 
to the air. Wherefore he concludes for himſelf 
that he had rather ſpeak five words with his under- 
ſtanding, that he might tcach others alſo, than ** 
thouſand words in an unlenotꝛon longue. 


bil | AnoTats thing neceſſary to perſpicuity, i is to 
. | obſerve a due method in preaching. Order is the 


F beauty of the creation, It is pleaſing to the eye, 
| | : the 
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the ear, the underſtanding. Order helps the 
memory, and enables the hearer to carry away the 
truths for practcal improvement. The gocd teach. 
er having ſelected a text, will firſt explain its 
meaning, and then raiſe ſuch obſervations as natu- 
rally ariſe; then he will fpeak to them ina regular 
order, that ſo his hearers may go av ay not con- 
founded with an incoherent jumble ot words, un- 
naturally coupled together; but with the ſatis fac- 
tion of firding the great truths of the Bible (which 
for divers reaſons are now ſcattered up and dewn 
in no regular method) collected into an orderly 
feries and reduced to their proper heads. 


Acain, the good teacher will be careful to 
ſelect his diſcourſes in ſuch manner as to ſuit the 
particular circumſtances of his people. It iniquity 
is more than commonly prevalent, he wi/l lift up 
bis voice as a trumpet and teach ihe people of his 
charge their fins and trunſereſſions. If a time of 
calamity and diſtreſs, he will ſpeak a word in ſea- 

{on unto them, and words fitly ſpoken hiwo good are 
thcy? Thus adapting his diſcourſes both public 
and private to the circumſtances of his people, he 
vill comfort the ſorrowful, enlighten the gnorant, 
confirm the doubtful, fuccor the tempted, diveſt 
the preſumptuous of his falſe hopes, and endea- 
vour to lead all to Chrift who 7s the oily hope ſet 
fore them. To do this, he will preach both the 
coctrines and duties cf the goſpel. He will keep 
back nothing that is proſilable, will preach repent= 
ance towards God, and failh towards our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, and fhun not to declare the whole counſel of 
God, Thele things, ſays St. Paul to Titus, J will 
that thon aſirm conſtantly, that they who hade bee 
lieved in God, be carcful to maintain good works, 
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LasTLY,- Miniſters ſhould teach by their exam- 


N The virtues they recommend to others ſhould 


e exemplified in their own deportment ; and the 


doctrines they preach they ſhould live. This 1s a 
matter of very great importance, and hence St. 


Paul exhorted Timothy to be an example to the be- 
liever, in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith and in purity. 45 


I come now to the other part of a Miniſter's 
duty. He that exhorteth on exhortation. Miniſters 
muſt firſt inſtruct men in their duty, and then by 
the moſt perſuaſive motives urge them to the 
practice of it. Exhortation is an encourzgment 
which miniſters ſet before their people to excite 
them to perform difficult duties, and ſupport them 
under various temptations. Under this term are 
comprehended, reproofs, rebukes, and whatever has 
a tendency. to anſwer theſe valuable ends. In 
religion there muſt be no force or violence. The 
only way to compel men to come in to the goſpel 


feaſt, is to uſe reaſon and exhortation with them. 


Perſecution ſhould never be practiſed. None were 
ever made wiſer or better by fire or faggot. The 
znuqui/tion will not make an heretick orthodox; 
nor will the burning of the ſinner's body purify his 
ſoul. Spiritual and not carnal weapons are to be 
uſed in the pulling down the ſtrong holds of Satan. 
Miniſters muſt exhort, but may not perſecute. 
Their power is for edification but not for deſtruction. 
Chriſt's kinydom is not of this world, neither are his 
miniſters preceded by Lifors who carry axes and 

bundles of rods to inforce obedience to his com- 
mands. Obedience muſt be free, the effect of 
choice, to influence which, reaſon and perſuaſion 
can alone avail. No other weapons EA. 

| ence 


the conſcience or reach the heart. This premiſed, 
I ſhall enquire into the forr-es of e hortation. 
There are two general ones, the b-arty of virtue 

and the ineſtimable rewards which God has 
promiſed to it; and on the other hand the defor- 
mily of vice, and the eternal puniſhments wich 
he will certainly inflict on thoſe who die in a fate 
of impenitency. Theſe are the topicks of er- 
tation. Such is the nature of man that he loves 
happineſs and dreads miſery. This love and 
hatred then are to be immediately addrefied in 
our exhortations. And according to the preva- 
lence of the one or, the other of theſe contrary 
paſſions in men, we are to regulate ourſelves in 
this part of our miniſterial: function. Promiſes 
are beſt ſuited to operate on ſome, and threatnings 
on others. Fohn the Baptiſt, having an hard- 
hearted and perverſe generation to deal with, 
exhorted them principally by an alarming addreſs 
to their fears, he -breathed out threatnings, and 
denounced the terrors of the Lord againſt thoſe 
hardened ſons of iniquity, to excite them 0 flee 
from the wrath to com>. Behold, ſays. he, the ax is 
laid unto the root of the tree ; therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn dowh,. 
and caf} into the fire. Again, whoſe fan is in his 
hand, and he wil! throughly purge his floor and gather 
his wheat into his garner, but the chaff will he burn 
with unquenchable fire. The preaching of Jeſus 
Chriſt was ſomewhat different. Grace more 
commonly ſat on his lips; he went about doing. 
good, torgiving fins, and preaching the glad lidings 
of peace. However, when there was occaſion, 
by having to deal with perſons of a rebellious 
diſpoſition, he aſſumed a different tone, and huried 
the thunder bolts of an incenſed God, Frem theſe 

| inſtances 
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inſtances we learn in what manner Miniſters ean 


| beſt a:quit themſelves of this duty. They muſt 


be very attentive to the different characters of 
men, and regulate their exhortations accordingly. 
Before obſtinate finners, the terrors:of the Law, 
and the threatnings of the Goſpel muſt be 
denounced. The dreadful conſequences of their 
ſins muſt be repreſented to them in the fulleſt 
manner. The horrors of Hell and the pains of the 
damned maſt be depicted to their view, in the 
brighteſt and moſt ſtriking colours, in order to 
arouſe them from their ſecurity and ſtop them in 
their mad career. In dealing with ſuch kind of 
ſinners, Miniſters ſhould be clothed with the zeal - 
of Phinebhas, not to trans fix them with the ſword of 


Juſtice, but with he ſward of the ſpirit, the word of 


God, which is quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any two edg-d ſword, piercing even to the dividing 


aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit. Such ſhould be told the 


rnicious conſequences of their ſins, even in this 
world ; that health, peace and reputation are loſt ; 
and pain, fickneſs and premature drath are produ- 
ced by the means thereof. Alſo they ſhould be 
alarmed by the evils. which await them in a future 
ſtate, in the dreary abodes of the dainned, where 


light ſhall never enter, and from whence even 


hope itſelf, the only conſolation of the miſerable, 
is. forever excluded. However, though a Miniſter 
ought to manifeſt great zeal in his cxhortations to 
abandoned ſinners; yet he ſhould never ſuffer any 
reproachful expreſſions to eſcape his lips. The 


example of our Saviour, in calling the Phariſees, 
Hy pocrites, generation of vipers, &c. ill not autho- 


rize them in doing fo. There is always a deference 
due even to great ſinners. Therefore we ſhould 


be careful that we do not outrage or unneceſſarily 


affront 
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affront them. There is a ſpirit of reſentment u hit fi 
ought never to be excited, if we mean to do them 
good by our exhortations. 


Acai, have a to deal with weak and 
timid ſinners, who love their duty and yet neglect 
it, and to whom fin is in a degree a grief and 
burthen ? they ſhould take them by the hand and 
lead them to the foot of the croſs ; repreſent to 
them the love of God in ſending, and of Chriſt in 
dying for them, to purchaſe pardon and eternal 
life; and then aſk them how they can offend .ſo 
benevolent a Saviour; how they. can crucify ibe ſon 
of God afreſh, and put him to open ſhame & This 
view will penetrate their hearts with lively grief; 
and the love of Chriſt thus diſplayed will conſtrain 

them no more to live to arp . but to him who 
loved them, died for them, and roſe aguin. Have 
they to deal with good men who begin to relax in 
their obedience; to grow weary and faint in their 
minds? They ſhould encourage them to /:/? up 
the hands that hang down, and ftreng ben the feeble 
knees ; to conſider the greatneſs of that happineſs 
which is reſerved in heaven for ſuch as perſevere 
till death. If they think their trials greater than 
thoſe of other men; they muſt be exhorted to be 
ſtedfaſt, knowing that as they are partakers of the 
fufferings, fo ſhall they be alſo of the confolatian. 
ey muſt be pointed 20 /be noble army of martyrs, 
who came out of great lribulation, and have waſhed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb : and are now before the throne of God, ſerving 
bim day and night. They muſt be exhorted 70 lool 
to Jeſus the aui bor aud finiſber of their faith, who 
For ihe joy that was ſet before him endured the croſs, 
Aeſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand 
af the throne of God ; and ibat in due time they ſhall 
reap If they faint ot. 4 | 
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1 

"Lasrry. To be ſucceſsful in the buſineſs of 
exhortation, a miniſter muſt make himſelf beloved 
hy his people. This may not always be in his 
power. But he ſhould endeavour by the exempli- 
cation of every chriſtian grace, particularly, 
charity, meekneſs and patience, to gain their 
affections. He ſhould make it evident to the 
perſons he exhorts, that he does it from a ſenſe 
of duty and charity to their ſouls. It was thus 


St. Paul conducted: My little children of whom I 


travel in birth till Chriſi be formed in you. With 
what a fricndly compellation does he urge the 
Romans, in the beginning of the chapter of my 
text? I beſeech you, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you preſent your bodies a living ſacriſice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reaſonable 


ſervice. And in another place; though 1 might be 


much bold in Chriſt to enjoin you that which is con- 


Lienient, yet for love's ſake, I rather beſeech thee, 


being ſuch an one as Paul the aged. Such cha- 


rity is rarely unſucceſsful in the buſineſs of per- 


fuaſion. It is an excellent quality in a chriſtian 
orator to know how to reach the hearts of his 
hearers. It is the part of a zeacher to inform and 
inſtruct ; that of a preacher to move the affe ions, 


and engage them on the ſide of God and religion, 


This is not done by the voice and geſture alone; 
but by the feelings of his own heart, and which 
he has the art to diſcover to his hearers. The 
preacher who does not feel what he delivers, will 
be always lifeleſs: An exhortation then, in order 
to its being af-#ing, muſt proceed from a heart 
which is itſelf affected. 1 


J come in the third plage to fay that it is the 
duty of Miniſters to devote themſelves wholly to 
the work of the miniſtry, Or minifiry let us wait 


(. 49 0 
on bur miniſtring. The word wait, indeed, 1s not 
in the original, but it is neceſſarily ſupplied to 


complete the ſenſe. So that this paſſage in con- 
currence with many others, holds forth this truth 


very clearly, that the miniſters of Chriſt, having a 


great work to diſcharge, ſhould be unremitting in 


their attention to it. Hear what our Apoſtle ſays 


in other places relative to this very thing. Speak- 
ing to Timothy and in him to all fucceſſive paſtors, 
he ſays, give attendance io reading, to exhorlaiio 
and to doctrine. And again, mediate on theſe things, 
give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy profiling may 
appear to all. Take heed to thyſelf and doctrine, 
continue in them, for in doing this thou ſbali guar 
ithy/clf, and them that hear thee. Thele paſſages 
make it abundantly evident, that the work ſhould 
abſorb the whole time and attention of miniſters ; 
except ſo much as is neceflary for relaxation, to. 
8 breaking the vigor of their minds and 

odies in the prime of life. Much ſtudy is a weart- 


ue to the fleſh. Amuſements mult be interpoſed. 
The text plainly holds forth the two following 


particulars. 


iſt, Twar they he not idle, negligent or unfaith- 
ful in the diſcharge of the duties of their office. 


Some aſſume the office and do not attend to the 
duties of it. Idleneſs is ſcandalous in perſons of 


all profeſſions, but eſpecially in miniſters. They 
ought to be diligent in their buſineſs, and fervent 


in the ſpirit. 


2d. Tur other thing the text requires is, that 
the preachers of the goſpel ſhould not divide their 
time between this, and any other employment. 


No profrijion, trade, art or buſineſs, ſhould be 
| permitted 
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permitted to engroſs their attention, or divert their 
minds from this ſacred employment, which 1s 
weighty enough for the ſhoulders of Angels. To 
hold the Hoe or Plot in one hand, and he ſword 
of the ſpirit ; the word of God, in the other, is to 
make an inconſiſtent union of two — — works, 
and going directly counter to the exhortation of 
the text. But how are miniſters to be ſupported 
with their families, if they muſt not deſcend to 
any of the lucrative employments of the world. 
Our Saviour and his apoſtles have fully decided 
this matter, by ſhewing beyond all reaſonable 
contradiction, that the Labourer is worthy of his 
hire, and the workman of his meat ; that they whe 
wart at the altar, are partakers of the altar, and 
that they.-who preach the goſpel ſhould live of the 
goſpel ; for ſo hath the Lord ordained, This perhaps 
will be acknowledged by moſt men; but as to the 
mode of making this proviſion and ſecuring this 
ſupply, people have different apprehenſions. That 
it is a debt of juſtice was the opinion of the firſt 
ſettlers of this country, and muſt be conceded by 
all. But that the civil authority ſhould interpoſe 
and oblige Societies to the diſcharge of it, by 
civil penalties, is a matter of diſpute among many. 
For my own part, I think that a goſpel miniſter, - 
merely as ſuch, ſhould have no other law for his 
ſupport but that of Chriſt. But when we conſider 
that they are uſeful officers of State; and by point- 
ing out and preaching up the duties of morality, 
they contribute to the order, prace and welfare of 
Society, and cven ſuppoſing there were no future 
ſtate, do eminent good to the world; we ought no 
more to object to there being proviſion made by 
Law for their ſupport, than to proviſion made for 


any civil magiftraie or officer whatever. On this 


foundation 
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foundation does civil government interpoſe to 
oblige ſocieties to fulfil their contracts with their 
miniſters, and on no other foundation is it defen- 
ſible; for it is highly abſurd for cv, aurhority, in 
matters merely of religion and conſcience, to make 
laws in affirmance of Law divine. | 


IMPROVEMENT. 


THIS will be by inference and a practical 
addreſs. And firſt, ſeveral important prerequiſites 
are neceſſary to conſtitute an uſeful miniſter. 
As particularly, a good natural underſtanding, 
cloſe application to ſtudy—and an honeſt heart. 
The firſt is a neceſſary foundation for all improve- 
ment; the ſecond and third in order to their 
gaining a comprehenſive knowledge of the ſcrip- 
tures which they are to teach to others. To et 
up a man for a teacher who through idleneſs or 
imbecility of underſtanding needs himſelf to be 
taught which be the firſt principles of the oracles of 
God, is contrary to every dictate of ſound reaſon. 
It is of no importance where or how this Learning 
is, obtained, whether at a Univer/ity, College, Aca- 
demy, private School, or within our own domeſitck 
walls, But it is abſolutely neceſſary to acquit 
ourſelves reputably in the diſcharge of the duties 
of the miniſtry. The Prieſt's lips ſhould preſerve 
&1ctwoleage. This was requiſite in St. Paul's time, 
when miraculous gifts were prevalent, and muſt 
be much more ſo now, when they have entirely 
ceaſed. Miniſters ſhould be Scribes well inſtructed 


10 the kingdom of heaven, reſembling good henuſe- 


holders, bringing out of their treaſures things new 
and old. | . 
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_ Acain ; an honeſt diſpoſition, a right temper, a 
fan#iſed heart, are 2400 Leary to rake 1 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. Nothing makes a man 
an heretick ſo ſoon as a wicked heart. Wicked 
men hate the truth, and therefore they explain it 
away. An unholy temper warps the mind and 
Alls it with prejudices. Practice in any profeſſion 
makes perfect. David had more underſtanding 
than all his teachers. Why? Becauſe he kept 


God's law. The wicked ſhall not underfland, but the 


wiſe, or pious, all underſtand. If any man will 
do God's will, he ſhall know of the dofrine whether 
it be of God, or whether Chriſt ſpake of himſelf. 


2dly. Is exhortation part of a miniſter's duty? 
Hence we learn that prudence 18 an important 
qualification in them. They need to be wiſe as 
ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. Indeed, the fame 
diipohtion which makes a man popular in the 
pulpit, expoſes him to many zmprudences ; there- 
fore a wiſe and candid people will make ſuitable 
allowances. However, ſuch perſons ought to con- 
troul their natural diſpoſition, and labour to con- 


duct with a decorum becoming the ſacredne/s of 


their character. They ſhould particularly ſtudy 
the tempers of men, in order to know how to gain 
acceſs to their hearts. No men need the know- 
ledge of human nature ſo much as miniſters. 
Without this their uſefulneſs cannot be great, or 
of long continuance, St. Paul accommodated 
himſelf to Few and Genzle, to the weak and 
ſtrong, to the learned and ignorant; he became 
all thinys to all men, that he might gain ſome. In 
a word ; this is a difficult part of a preacher's 
duty, and it requires great condeſcenſion, wiſdom 
and addreſs, to perform it aright. N 
. OrnuER 
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Orne inferences might be drawn ; but ſuall 
conclude with a few brief addreſſes. And the 
firſt is to you, Sir, the Paſtor elect. | 


Perſecuted in one city, you have according to the 
direction of our Saviour, fied to another. You 
have again undertaken a good, yet a laborious. 
work, which will demand the 'meſt vigorous 
exertions both of body and mind. You are ſent 
upon a moſt 1mportant errand, ever to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
anlo the living God. You know that many qualifi- 
cations are neceſſary to furniſh you for the great 
undertaking, that you may be the happy inſtrument 
of building up this people in knowledge and holi- 
neſs. And though we hope, yea have reaſon to 
believe you are already furniſhed with many valu- 
able accompliſhments for the work 1ntowhich you 
are about to re-enter ; yet you muſt be perſuaded, 
conſidering the ſpaciouſneſs of the field that opens 
before you, that you will ſtand in need of continual 
acceſſions of knowledge and prudence, and indeed 
of every miniſterial grace and qualification. For 
this purpoſe give yourſelf to reading, meditation 
and prayer. The goſpel is an inexhauſtible trea- 
ſury of wiſdom and knowledge. Let this then be 
the matter of your daily peruſal and attentive ftudy; 
read it by day and meditate on it by night, that your 
profiling may appear to all. The greatneſs of the 
Work. and the important charge which you will | 
foon receive to fulfil it, I truſt, will convince you 
that it is neceliary to waz? upon it and give yourtelf 
wholly to it. Be not entangled 1n the affairs of the 
world; neither let he deceiifulneſs of riches divert 
you from the purſuit of more valuable objec's. 
Be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, Let no con- 

5 8 | venient 


fore to your ſteps, keep yo 


venient opportunity ſlip, either for communicating 
en. or adminiſtring exhortation or reproof. 
emember that you are about to be placed in an 
eminent and conſpicuous ſtation, where your con- 
duct will be particularly obſerved, and the eyes of 
mankind will be much upon you; take heed there- 


garments clean from 
ſtain of guilt and ſpot of fin. By the bright luſtre . 
of a virtuous example captivate the attention of 
others, and induce them to follow it. Convince 
your hearers that you believe the goſpel, by living 
the doctrines you preach ; that ſo, if they will not 
be won by the word, they may by your converſation, 
whilſt they behold it to be chaſte, and coupled with 


fear. You are about to ſettle among a people 


where a diverſity of ſentiments and practice prevails 
in ſome points of religion; wiſh not to bring them 
to your own opinion by any ſpecies of perſecution; 
by any other weapons than thoſe of reaſon; argu- 
ment and perſuaſion. If you would make converts 
of them to your particular faith and perſuaſion, 


convince them from the ſcripture that your doc- 


trines are pure, and your practice apoſtolick. Deſire 
not to compel them to come in, that the houſe may 
be filled, by fire or faggot, but let them be allured 
to your aſſembly — clearneſs of your teaching, 
and by the zeal of pathetick exhortation. If there 
thould be any in this place, who by being 79fſed to 


and fro by every wind of dofFrine, have finally taken 


refuge in principles of infidelity, ſet before them 
the ſtrong evidences of Chriſtianity, and be ready 
always to give an anſwer to every man that aſketh 


you a reaſon of the hope, or faith that is in you, with 


meekneſs and fear. For the ſervant of the Lord 
muſt not ftrive, but be gentle unto all men; apt to 
teach, patient, in meekne/ſs inſtructing thoſe thoſe 

| 7 that 
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that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. 
Amidft theſe fatiguing labours, attend diligently 
to the ſtate of religion in your own ſoul, and ſee 
that the life of God flouriſhes therein ; leſt other- 
wiſe after you have preached to others, you . yourſelf 
ſhould be a caſt away. Remember that we have 
this treaſure in earthen veſſels, which are liable 
conſtantly to be daſhed to pieces, and as you are 
mortal as well as others, and the time of your uſe- 
fulneſs may ſoon come to an end, may this cauſe 
you to wore the work of him that ſent you whilſt it is 
day. Be thou faithful unto death and God ſhall give 
you a crown life. 


I ror myſelf to the people of this Church 
and Congregation. | 


Dearly beloved. We are not unacquainted with 
the numerous misfortunes and diſappointments 
you have experienced within the compaſs of a 
ſmall number of years, by the* removal of ſeveral 
of your Paſtors, by death and otherwiſe, in a rapid 
ſucceſſion. Theſe things have been uncomforta- 
ble, and have had a tendency to diſhearten and 
divide you. But we rejoice that notwithſtanding 
theſe frowns of heaven upon you, your numbers 
are ſtill reſpectable, and your reſolution for having 
the ordinances of the Goſpel ſtatedly adminiſtered 
among you, firm and well-eſtabliſhed ; for the en- 
joyment of which you have great advantages from 
your being able to tranſact your affairs in a 
corporate capacity. | | 


D Wirn 
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Behold the man. 
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Wiru the man of your choice we are /ome of 
us well acquainted, and though it has been his 
misfortune to paſs through much evil, together 
with his good report ; yet we have no evil thing to 


ſay of him. Though he was deprived of the be- 
nefit of a publick education, yet by the bleſſin 

of God upon very valuable natural abilities, an 
a diligent cultivation of them under private Pre- 
cepiors, we know him to be far from deſerving 
the character of a Novice, and believe him to be 
2 ſcribe well inſtructed to the kingdom of heaven, 


o 


who will be able to feed you with knowledge and 
underſtanding, 7 bringing out of his treaſure things 
2 


ae to and old. His diſpoſition is amiable and bene 
wvolent, generous and friendly ; which will lead him, 
we truſt, to take the overſizht of this flock of aur 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; 
ot for filihy lucre's ſake, but of a ready mind, and 
will induce him naturally to care for your fate. 
Receive him as an a/cenſiom gift 
of Chriſt. See that he be with you without fear ; 


for he worketh the work of the Lord. Attend di- 


ligently on his publick miniſtrations, and give 
him ſubſtantial evidences that he does not labour in | 


- vain among you, nor ſpend his ſtrength for nought. 


Whilſt he ſows to you ſpiritual things, efleem it not 
a great matter that he ſhould reap your carnal 
things. In this way, encourage him to the ſer- 
vice of the Lord. Let him never waat tokens of 
your friendſhip and regard. Efeem him highly 
in love for his work's ſake, and become not his enemy, 
becauſe he tells you the truth. Be tender of his re- 
putation, and induſtriouſſy ward off thoſe per- 


nicious ſtabs, which flanderous tongues may 


maliciouſly or wantonly aim at it. Be at peace 
among yourlelves, and give him this evidence 
; | that 
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that you have heartily embraced and deeply im- 
bibed the ſpirit of the goſpel of peace. Give 
him ever a place in your prayers. In every addreſs 
to the throne of grace, pray that the goſpel, by 
him diſpenſed, may run and be glorified ; that he 
may be a burning and ſhining light in this golden 
candleſtict that you may long rejoice in bis light, 
and this ancient Town may have ef and be MY 
as in former times. | 


81 ſhall conelude whida a vun to ala aenbly. 


My rkixxps AND BRETHREN, 


Wr are all candidates for an eternal ſtate of 
exiſtence. According to the improvement of our 
preſent time and talents it will fare with us for- 
ever. By the goſpel a price is put into our hands 
to get wiſdom ; and . the,, miniſters of Chriſt are 
ſent ambaſſadors upon a treaty of peace to beſeech 
us to be reconciled to God. Be thankful for theſe 
diſtinguiſhing privileges, and make a wiſe 
improvement of them, that ſo, when death ſhall 
cloſe the preſent ſcene, and you ſhall no more 
compole aſſemblies here below, you may, through 
boundleſs grace in the ReptztmeR, be joined to the 
general aſſembly and church of the ff born, _ 


names are written in Heaven. 


A M E N. 
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THE CHARGE. 
By Tas Rev. Dx. HOWARD, | 
or BOSTON. 


OD, in his providence, having inclined you, 

F Sir, to devote yourſelf to the work of the 
goſpel-miniſtry and to take the paſtoral care of 
the firſt congregational ſociety of chriſtians in this 
place, I am appointed, by the Preſbytery joining 
in this ſolemnity, in conformity to the uſual prac. 
tice upon ſuch occaſions, to remind you in a 
ſummary way of the duties required of a chriſtian + 
miniſter, and admonith you to fulfil them. | 


Tuovon we claim no authority over you, 
nor ſuſpect you to be unacquainted with the 
buſineſs of your office, yet that nothing may be 
wanting on our part to animate you to diligence 
and fidelity in it, you will ſuffer us in this public 
and ſolemn manner to exhort and charge you, 


To take heed to the miniſtry which you have 
received of the Lord, that you fulfil it. Neglect 
not the gift of God which is in thee; but take 
care to cultivate and improve your intellectual 
faculties, by the acquiſition of all kinds of uſeful 
knowledge; not for the ſake of gratifying a vain 
curioſity, or making oſtentation of your learning, 
but that you may be the better furniſhed for the 
good work to which you are called: And, that 
_ may be a Scribe, well inſtructed unto the 
kingdom of heaven, we in a particular manner 
charge you to.acquaint yourſelf intimately with 


thoſe ſacred oracles, which, it is your buſineſs to 


explain 
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explain and illuſtrate : That, being mighty in 
the Scriptures, you may by them be able to try 
doctrines and opinions, confute errors, put to 
ſilence gainſayers, and eſtabliſn the truth as it is 


in Jeſus upon a ſolid foundation. 


Tax heed to yourſelf, to your life and conver- 
ſation. Let your tem per and manners be regu- 
lated and governed by the goſpel. It was a 
maxim with ancient pagans, that the accompliſh. 
ed orator muſt be a good man. Much more is 
this qualification neceſſary for the chriſtian orator, 
whoſe chief buſineſs it is to perſuade men to be 
holy, that they may. be happy. Accordingly the 
apoſtle Paul fays, A biſhop muft be blameleſs, vi- 
gilant, of good behaviour, not given to wine, no 
ſtriker, not greedy of ſordid gain, patient, not a 
brawler, not ſelf-willed, not ſoon angry, in all 
things ſhewing himſelf a pattern of good works. 
Both the credit and fucceſs of his miniſtry in a 
great meaſure depend upon the goodneſs of his 
own heart and lite, It is from the abundance of 
the heart, that the mouth ſpeaketh : and when 
the heart is filled with the love of God and of 
holineſs, the language will naturally be adapted 
to beget the ſame pious affectien in others. 


Wx therefore, your brethren and fellow-ſervants, 
beſeech and charge you, in the name of Chrift, 
that you make it your great concern to feel the 
power and exempl:ty the practice of that godlineſs 
and virtue which you recommend to others; to 
reſemble upon all occaſions the holy Jeſus, your 
Lord and ours, to whom we muſt one day give an 
account; particularly in that piety, humility and 
 meekneſs, that charity, ſelf-denial and ſimplicity 


_ Which are ſo conſpicuous in his example, and fa 
| amiable 
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amiable in the eyes of God and man ; that ſo you 


may never be addreſſed with that eee 


expoſtulation, Thou that teacheſt another, teackeſt 
thou not thyſelf? ä | 


Take heed to your doctrine: Let it be accord- 


ing to godlineſs, worthy of God, the fountain, of 


truth and lover of holineſs. You will remember 
that you are a miniſter of the goſpel of peace, 


appointed in Chriſt's ſtead to beſeech men to be 


reconciled unto God. You will not therefore 
teach for doctrines the commandments of men, 
but always endeavor to ſpeak according to the 
wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, You 

will not handle the word of God deceitfully, or 
ſhun to declare whatever you ſhall judge profit- 
able to your hearers, but teach them with the 
plainneſs and ſimplicity of a chriſtian, what they 
muſt do to be ſaved, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear. Remembering that 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he might purify 
to himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works, 

you will never 2 him as teaching doctrines 
which tend to make men careleſs of good works, 
or which are inconſiſtent with the moral perfect- 
ions of that God, whoſe meſſenger and prophet 
he was. Conſidering the goſpel as deſigned for 


the inſtruction and ſalvation of ſinners of all deno- 


minations and characters, you will not repreſent it 
as dark and unintelligible, to any who endeavor to 
underſtand it. While you inculcate the doctrines 
of the goſpel with affection and earneſtneſs, you 
will reaſon out of the ſcriptures to prove their truth; 
and at the ſame time exhort your hearers to ſearch 
and judge for themſelves, what is right. You 
will warn the wicked, that he turn from his wick- 
edneſs and live; you will warn the righteous, _ 
: 0 


„ 


he turn not ſrom his righteouſneſs and die, that 
you may keey yourſelf pure from the blood of all 
men. You will endeavor to ſuit your miniſtra- 
tions to the various circumſtances of your flock, 
feeding Chriſt's ſheep, and feeding his lambs, 
that you may be a workman that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, and both ſave yourfelf and them that 
hear you. = Fo Jo | | | ; 

You will adminiſter the ſacraments of the goſpel 
to proper ſubjects, explaining the nature, defign - 
and uſefulneſs of them for promoting goſpel 
obedience and true pieexy. 8 
Wu called. in providence to that office, you 

will commit this miniſtry to faithful men ; to ſuch 
only as you ſhall have reaſon to think, will be 
good miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

You will give yourſelf to prayer, imploring 
wiſdom and ſtrength from Heaven for the diſ- 
charge of your duty, and a bleſſing upon your 
labors to make them ſucceſsful. 
_ FivaLLy, my brother, you will remember that 
you are to watch for ſouls, as one that muſt give 
account, and ſtudy above all things to ſhew your- 
ſelf approved unto God, whoſe eye, is ever upon 
you diſtinguiſhing with unerrihg certainty between 
a faithful and an unfaithful miniſter, that he may 
reward every one according to his works. 


ANIMATED by theſe conſiderations, and guided, 
aſſiſted and proſpered in your miniſterial labors, 
by the holy and good ſpirit of God, may you turn 
many to righteouſneſs, and, when thoſe that ſleep 

in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake; ſhine as a 
Rar, forever and ever. AMEN. © 
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THE 


RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 


n BY THE Rev. DR. JOHN LATHROP, 
OF BOS T ON. 


HE various Societies which have been eſta- 
bliſhed at different times, and in different 
parts of the world, have thougl.e proper to inſti. 
_ tute ſome tokens, or particular ceremonies, by 
which the relation of ſuch as were newly admitted 
was acknowledged, and by which they xe ere 
their affection for each other. ' 


SoME uſages of this kind were adopted by he 
firſt miniſters of : Jeſus Chriſt.— They not only 
admitted members to the viſible kingdom of their 
divine Maſter, by the fignificant Rite of baptiſm, 
but when hey who had received their commiſſion 
from Chriſt himſelf, appointed others to take part 
with them in the work of the miniſtry, they not 
only gave them a ſolemn charge, but acknowledg- 
ed them as fellow-labourers, and expreſſed their 
aftection to them as Brethren, "7 giving n 


the Right Hand 4 Fellowfvip. 


Ove pious anceſtors who brought the Goſpel 
with them from the other ſide of the ocean, and 
planted the chriſtian church in this part of the 
world, made uſe of the ſame n token at 


che ordination of Miniſters. 
To 
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give a degree of uniformity to their pro- 
Sede the churches of this country early 
formed a kind of eccleſiaſtical confederacy, and 
engaged with each other, that in their moſt im- 
portant tranſactions, they would ſeck es and 
afford mutual aſſiſtance, * „ 


Tuts confederacy i is eſſential to the congrega- 
tional plan of diſcipline, and diſtinguiſhes the 
churches of our denomination from thoſe which 
are pee Pine 


ee to 3 . uſage of thy 
churches at the ordination or inſtalment of a 
Miniſter, I am directed by the council convened 
on this occaſion, to give you, dear Sir, his right 
band of fellowſhip. It is not to be conſidered as 
my right hand, it is the right hand of the miniſters, 
and of the churches who aſſiſt in your preſent 
ſettlement. By this token we acknowledge you 
a Brother, inveſted with all the powers and privili- 
ges, which may of right be claimed, or exerciſed, 
by a Minifter of Jeſus Chrift. By this token we 
engage to treat you with all that affection and 
tenderneſs, which you may reaſonably expect from 
chriſtian brethren ; and at the ſame time we let 
vou know, that we ſhall expect returns of like 
affection and tenderneſs from you. 


We wiſh you, dear Banden the conſtant aids 
of divine grace: May your miniſterial courſe be 
long and ſucceſsful: May you have many to be 
the ſeals of your miniftry, and the crown of your 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord : Having turned 
many to righteouſneſs may you ſhine. as a ſtar 
forever and ever. 

N Tur 
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Tur church of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
chriſtian Society in this place will permit me to 
addreſs a few words to them before I conclude. 


DEARLY BELOVED, A 
Wr ſincerely congratulate yau on this joyous: 


occaſion. The great head of the church hath 
been pleaſed to give you a Miniſter, who we truſt 


will exert himſelf in all proper ways, to build you 


up in knowledge and hd6lineſs, unto eternal life. 


\ Permit us to entreat of you, to encourage and 
ſtrengthen the hands of your Paſtor, by co-opetat- 
ing with him, to the utmoſt of your power, in the 
work, in which he is, engaged: Hearken with 


diligence and candor to the doctrines which he 


mall deliver, and ſo far as they appear to agree 
with the inſpired writings, receive them, not as 
the doctrines of man, but as the doctrines of Chriſt. 
Teach your children by your own example, the 
importance of religious worſhip. In proportion 
as people neglect the regular and ſtated worſhip 
of God on the Sabbath, they will loſe the ſenſe of 
religion, which they may have contracted in ea rly 
life, and ſink into ſtupidity and barbariſm. 


Wr pray a divine bleſſing may reſt on you, and 
the man who hath now taken the charge of you 
in the Lord. May you and he, and may we all 
who have been witneſſes to, or have aſſiſted in 
the tranſactions of this day, join at laſt, the general 
Aſſembly and Church of the fir{t-born, in aſcribing 
bleſſing and praiſe and glory, to him who ſetteth 
on the throne, and to the > of God, forever 


and ever. AMEN. . | 
"5 Ocgg 
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